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Course Objectives 
This course examines religions around the world and explores their ability to express personal faith and 
philosophy. The principle objectives, in addition to a broadened knowledge of this area, are to: 

1. Increase the student’s analytical and critical thought abilities. 
2. Ability to engage in current religious issues in order to discover common ground with other 

people in our communities and world. 
3. Expand one’s concept of personal faith and philosophy. 
4. Recognize both the ethical and political implications of different religions. 
5. Gain a new perspective on how faith traditions have developed and evolved out of their 

historical/cultural contexts. 
6. Discover the wide variety and spectrum of views within each religious tradition. 
7. Engage positively with others of differing faith traditions/backgrounds through experiential 

assignments. 
8. Increase ability to think creatively about the variety of religious expressions. 

 
Required Texts: 

● Fisher, Mary Pat, Living Religions, 9th Edition. ISBN-13: 978-0-205-95640-1 
(It is expected that all assigned readings will have been read prior to the class presentation) 

 
Course Learning Outcomes 

1. Develop awareness of diverse religious and ethical perspectives. 
○ Discuss the foundational philosophical tenets of the major globally practicing religions of 

the world. 
○ Discuss how each religion has in various ways impacted gender, social class, politics, 

ethics and economics throughout the world. 
○ Discuss the most significant devotional practices and other forms of expressions of these 

foundational tenets. 
○ Demonstrate understanding of the biographical sketches of the founders of the major 

globally practiced religions 
○ Demonstrate understanding of the related diversity in ethical perspectives as measured by 

the holistic rubric posted on BLACKBOARD 
2. Apply critical thinking through problem solving. 

○ Demonstrate understanding of the various theories of the origins of religions 
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○ Identify and articulate the major elements of religion including ritual, worship, symbol, 
and myth 

○ Discuss conceptions of the sacred and the application of these conceptions to devotional 
practices 

○ Discuss the importance of symbolism in religion and the significance of how symbolism 
can mark many facets of developmental change or progress of a religion 

○ Discuss the philosophical role and application of religion in cultures which do not 
separate church from state. 

○ Articulate and reflect one’s own spirituality and practices.  
3. Communicate with Clarity and Precision. 

○ Discuss accurately various philosophical tenets of each of the world religions 
○ Write papers that identify and articulate philosophical questions arising from differing 

philosophical theories of the religions studied in the course 
4. Demonstrate tolerance for a wide range of religious, social, and cultural viewpoints. 

○ Discuss the role and function of religion in a human’s life as well as a human’s 
interaction on all the multilevels of community 

○ Identify, articulate, and respond to objections to one’s own beliefs by considering 
opposing philosophical theories and points of view 

○ Engage in a rational discussion of various points of view with others both in and outside 
the classroom setting. 

○ Analyze media reporting on the different religious traditions across the world. 
5. Make use of technology to organize, acquire, and convey information. 

○ Use a word-processing program to write papers that organize, analyze, and convey 
information that is obtained from the internet, CDs, or library databases that include 
appropriate academic documentation 

○ Use the internet to gain further information in the understanding of the material not 
detailed by the text contact the instructor by use of email or phone when necessary. 

○ Use journals and discussion forums to engage in the use of online mediums for both 
learning and conveying information. 

6. Demonstrate an ability to think creatively about religious practices and experiences. 
○ Employ an artistic discipline to express aspects of the spiritual/religious 
○ Utilize artistic disciplines to better understand and interpret religious texts and/or 

practices. 
 
 
 
Course Requirements: 
Students are required to do all assigned readings prior to class, take notes, and be prepared to respond in 
class to the chapters assigned for each class. You are also expected to view all assignments and 
information posted on the Blackboard Learning website. Grades will be based on the following areas: 
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● Exams: There will be 2 exams for the course, one mid-term and one final exam. Exams will 
typically be multiple choice unless otherwise indicated. Each exam is worth 100 points (200 
points total) If you miss an exam, you MUST contact the instructor PRIOR to missing the 
exam if you will miss it. Otherwise you will receive a 0 unless you can produce a legitimate 
reason for why you were unable to contact the instructor prior to the exam. Exam dates are 
posted on the syllabus so there are few excuses for not letting me know in advance. The window 
for makeup exams will expire ONE WEEK after the exam unless the student shows due cause 
for an extension.  

● Class Participation and Attendance: You miss class at your own peril. Not all material on the 
exams will be from the book or the powerpoints, and it will be easily reflected in your work if 
you are not attending class. At the end of the semester, you will be graded on your class 
participation - how often you contribute to discussion and ask questions, how often you are gone, 
etc. THIS MAY INCLUDE POP-QUIZZES IN CLASS (100 points) NOTE: THE 
EXPECTATION IS THAT YOU WILL HAVE READ THE ASSIGNED CHAPTERS 
PRIOR TO COMING TO CLASS 

● Online Discussions: Students may participate in the online discussions after each chapter. There 
will be one discussion question posted by the instructor that you must respond to IN YOUR 
OWN WORDS in 2-3 paragraphs and you will also be required to respond to at least 2 of your 
peers’ comments. Each discussion is worth 10 points (100 points total) STUDENTS WILL BE 
EXPECTED to use proper grammar, spelling, and syntax. 

● Online Journals: There is a journal assignment of at least 2 paragraphs for each chapter. (A 
paragraph is 3-5 sentences) These are YOUR personal reflections and thoughts on the 
chapter/topic. This does not mean just say “we learned this.” Give your 
opinion/thoughts/musing/observations about what was covered in class or in the readings, what 
surprised you, what was new information, what you agree or disagree with, etc. Directions are on 
Blackboard. Each journal entry is worth 10 points. (100 total) STUDENTS WILL BE 
EXPECTED to use proper grammar, spelling, and syntax. 

● Papers: There are two major papers due for this class: the Visits Project Papers (200 points) and 
the Term Paper (200 points). These papers are discussed more in depth below. These are are 
Gordon Rule Requirement papers - you cannot pass this class without doing them in their 
entirety. STUDENTS WILL BE EXPECTED to use proper grammar, spelling, syntax, and good 
style. 
 

● Relationship Building Experience  In addition to experiencing the worship practices of another 
religion, the next best way to learn about another religion is to talk to and get to know someone 
who practices that religion. Find someone, whether from school, work, or on one of your 
worship visits, and sit down and discuss with them why they follow the faith/beliefs they do. 
This may include someone of your own faith, but must be from a different tradition or 
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denomination/sect. (For example, if you’re a Baptist Christian, talk with a Lutheran Christian 
and find out why they follow that particular denomination) Suggested questions will be available 
on Blackboard to help guide your discussion. Then submit a 4 page paper describing their 
beliefs, what struck you as different and/or the same about your own, and how discussing their 
faith with them has helped you understand their worldview better. (Many faith leaders, such as 
Pastors, Imams or Rabbis, are usually very willing to set up an appointment and discuss their 
faith and its traditions with you.) Suggested questions to help shape your paper are located on 
Blackboard. (100 points.) STUDENTS WILL BE EXPECTED to use proper grammar, spelling, 
syntax, and good style 
 

● Creative Expression: All religion has a beauty to it that employs creativity in its expression: 
poems, narratives, worship practices/rituals, music, and art. Students will turn in a final 
pre-approved creative expression of their faith/belief that either focuses on their personal faith or 
creatively tells the story (or a story) of a chosen tradition (visually, dramatically, musically or 
written). Religion is not just about doctrines and ritual, but about interpretation and expression 
that evolves over time. (Project ideas may include any of the following: a series of 
drawings/paintings/sculptures/collages that tell their story; a faith scrapbook; a faith journal; 
collection of poems — either written by the student or collected from other sources — that 
express their relationship with the divine/nature/humanity; video stories; photography; dance; 
create jewelry; musical compositions; dramas; implements of worship; devotions; architecture; 
create a prayer book. Other ideas may be presented for approval to the instructor) Creative 
expression helps to develop a better understanding of the interpretive process involved with any 
given religious tradition. Your project requires at least one paragraph about why you chose to do 
this particular project and what it means to you. (100 points)  

 
PAPER SUBMISSION GUIDELINES/RULES 

All papers must be written in 12 point type Times New Roman font, APA style with the following 
header (the header must even be on assignments that are submitted via the “write submission” 
function on Blackboard) No title page needed on any assignment. 
 
Your Name 
REL 1300 
Assignment Name (ie: Visits Project) 
Date 
 
Papers may be turned in any time prior to the due date. It is advised you do not procrastinate as these 
papers will be due in rapid succession toward the end of the semester. They may be handed in via 
Blackboard, email or hard copy.  
 

VISITS PROJECT PAPER 
DUE TUESDAY, JUNE 8 
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This experiential project requires the submission of four (4) 1-2 page (800-1200 words total), papers on 
the trips taken to see services at different tradition’s facilities. The traditions to be visited MUST 
include: 1 Christian services (other than your own), 1 Jewish, 1 Islamic, and 1 either Hindu (Vedic) or 
Buddhist. Other faith tradition (not Christian) service may be submitted for extra credit in this project. 
All of these traditions have facilities in Stuart, Port Saint Lucie, Fort Pierce or Palm Beach Gardens. 
NOTE: Messianic congregations are CHRISTIAN, not Jewish, even if they use Jewish in their 
description. You may elect to visit a comparable site in another city that is close to you with my 
permission. Please remember to call them for worship times, dress codes, etc. There are questions on 
Blackboard that must be answered for each visit that will guide each paper outline. This project is worth 
200 points and more than 1/4 of your GORDON RULE grade. (You must take a selfie of yourself in front 
of or inside the place of worship to prove you were actually there if requested.) Penalty for 
non-submission is 50 points per paper in the project. A “0” grade is the same as a non-submission. 
Papers submitted on the early due date will be evaluated and returned for possible revision. Penalty for 
non-submission of any part of the Gordon Rule portion is 50 points, therefore all parts must be 
submitted to earn a passing Gordon Rule grade. You cannot complete this course without submitting 
these papers. 
*If you are a war veteran from Afghanistan or Iraq, please speak to me about any potential PTSD 
issues. 
*SUMMER STUDENTS: If you are unable to attend a worship service due to work schedules and the 
shortened time frame of the class, you may substitute a relationship building paper on that particular 
faith tradition (that is NOT the same as your required relationship building paper) in its place - YOU 
MUST GET PRIOR INSTRUCTOR APPROVAL FOR THIS.  

 
TERM PAPER 

DUE THURSDAY, JUNE 13 
Students will be required to write a Term Paper, which will count 2 times as much as a test. Your grade 
on this paper is also a measure of your achievement of Learning Objective # 1 below. You cannot 
complete this course without submitting this paper. A “0” grade is the same as a non-submission. 
 
This paper will be in three distinct parts whether they are written sequentially or interwoven. Parts 1 & 2 
are each worth 50 points, Part 3 is worth 100 Points. (Length: Approx 1300 words total) 

● Part 1 (50 points) — an exposition in your own words of your personal faith or philosophy. This 
is to be in terms of your own thinking and not in terms of any religious dogma or doctrines, but 
using the language of Comparative Religions. This section should look at your own faith as if it 
is a religion of its own. Typically, 1 page is required for this section. No references are needed 
for this section. 

● Part 2 (50 points) — an analysis of how the religion or philosophy in which you were raised 
AND/OR now practice expresses and/or fails to express YOUR personal faith or philosophy. 
Compare and Contrast your personal faith or philosophy with the one you select for this section 
(raised or current membership). If you are not a member of a congregation, this section needs to 
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be about how you were raised. Typically, 1 page is required for this section. References may or 
may not be needed for this section. 

● Part 3 (100 points) — a comparison with at least three (3) of the other religions we study in 
this class (this section may NOT include religions discussed already in Part 1 or 2) to show how 
these express or fail to express your personal faith or philosophy and are both the same and 
different from your current beliefs. Work to show how other religious precepts express as 
well as fail to express your personal beliefs (not the religion you were raised in necessarily). 
You will be graded on your ability to demonstrate where they both do and do not match. 
(NOTE: All Christian faiths are considered as ONE for this purpose. Christianity is defined as 
all religions based on the life, teachings, death, and resurrection of Jesus.) At least 3 pages are 
required for this section, 1 for each religion. References are generally needed for this section. No 
abstract is required.  

 
GORDON RULE REQUIREMENTS 

Gordon Rule laws have changed so that a specific word count in a course is no longer required. 
However, each course is designed to provide for opportunities to demonstrate and develop better skills 
in writing. In this course the two papers are the elements that provide that opportunity. STUDENTS 
WILL BE EXPECTED to use proper grammar, spelling, syntax, and good style. This will be considered 
when grades are assigned to these items. A student must pass all required Gordon Rule courses with a C 
or better to graduate. This also means that you cannot pass the course without submitting all the required 
papers. 

 
GRADE SCORE 

This class’s grades are based on achieving a grade score measured in points earned. The course has the 
potential of earning you 1000 points if you achieve perfect scores on all required items: 1 Term Paper 
(200 points), Visits Project (200 points), 1 Relationship Building Assignment  (100 points), 2 Exams 
(100 points each, total 200 points), Online Discussions (10 points each) 100, Online Journals (100), 
Creative Expression Project (100) 
 
A = 900-1000, B = 800-899, C = 700-799, D = 600-699 
 
Late Assignments: All assignments will be deducted for being late. The amount of deduction will be at 
least 10% of the the total points available for the assignment every week it is late unless there is an 
acceptable reason (to be determined by the instructor). Poor planning does not constitute an acceptable 
reason. 
 

CLASS RULES 
Phones: All phones are expected to be turned off or on silent, and will be confiscated if you are using 
them during class. You may utilize tablets and laptops to take notes.  
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Disruption: You will get one warning if you are disruptive to the learning process for other students in 
class. After that you will be sent to the provost’s office and will not be allowed to return until you agree 
to follow class rules.  
 
Food & Drink: Only drinks with caps/lids are allowed in class and small snacks. No big gulps, meals, 
fast food, etc. If you arrive with these items you will be asked to leave the class and finish them outside 
the building. 
 
Honesty Policy: Students are expected to comply with the College and Campus Coalition Government 
policies. Dishonesty, such as cheating, plagiarism, or knowingly furnishing false information to the 
College is subject to disciplinary action. If you are caught cheating, it will be reported immediately. 
Plagiarism: Your first plagiarism infraction will result in a “0” for the assignment and you will receive 
a warning. Second plagiarism infraction will result in disciplinary action from the school. (Plagiarism is 
the practice of taking someone else's work or ideas and passing them off as your own without citing the 
source. For instance, do not copy and paste from another website and pretend the answer is your own. 
This goes for all written items including discussions, journals, and blogs) 

 
SCHEDULE & DUE DATES 

 
Tuesday, May 9 - Introduction to World Religions 

● In Class: Review Syllabus; Set expectations; Review assignments, papers and projects. 
● Assignment: Introduce yourself in the “Student Introduction” Discussion Forum on Blackboard 

 
Thursday, May 11 —  Religious Responses & Indigenous Sacred Ways  

● In Class: Present “Indigenous Sacred Ways” 
● Reading: Living Religions, Chapter 1, “Religious Responses”; Chapter 2, “Indigenous Sacred 

Ways”  
● Assignment: Online Discussions/Journals for both Religious Responses and Indigenous Sacred 

Ways (Initial post due Friday, May 12. Peer responses due Monday, May 15) 
 
Tuesday, May 16 —  NO IN-CLASS INSTRUCTION  

● ONLINE: Watch videos on Hinduism 
● Reading: Living Religions, Chapter 3, “Hinduism” (pp. 73-119) 

 
Thursday, May 18— Hinduism & Jainism  

● In Class: Present and discuss second part of Hinduism & Jainism 
● Reading: Living Religions, Chapter 4, “Jainism” 
● Assignment: Online Discussions/Journals on Hinduism & Jainism (Initial posts due due Friday, 

May 19. Peer responses due Monday, May 22) 
 
Tuesday, May 23 — Buddhism 
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● In Class: Present and Discuss Buddhism  
● Reading: Living Religions, Chapter 5, “Buddhism” 
● Assignment: Online Discussion/Journal on Buddhism (Initial post AND peer responses due 

Wed, May 24) 
 
Thursday, May 25 — Daoism, Confucianism & Shinto  

● In Class: Presentation on Daoism; Presentation on Confucianism; Presentation of Shinto; 
Midterm Review 

● Reading: Living Religions, Chapter 6, “Daoism & Confucianism”; Living Religions, Chapters 7, 
“Shinto”  

● Assignment: Online Discussion/Journal (Initial post due Fri, May 26. Peer response due 
Monday, May 29) 

 
Tuesday, May 30 — Mid-Term Exam, Zoroastrianism & Judaism (pt 1) 

● DUE: Relationship Building Paper 
● In Class: Mid-Term Exam; Presentation on Zoroastrianism & Beginning of Judaism 
● Reading: Living Religions, Bridge: Zoroastrianism  

 
Thursday, June 1 — Judaism (pt 2) 

● In Class: Presentation on Judaism  
● Reading: Living Religions, Chapter 8, “Judaism” 

Suggested Reading: Bible, Book of Genesis, Book of Exodus 
● Assignment: Online Discussion/Journal (Initial post due Friday, June 2. Peer responses due 

Monday, June 5) 
● 10 points EXTRA CREDIT for turning in Term Paper/Visits Project early 

 
Tuesday, June 6 — Christianity  

● In Class: Presentation of Christianity 
● Reading: Living Religions, Chapter 9, “Christianity” 

Suggested Reading—Bible: Gospel of Luke 
● Assignment: Online Discussion/Journal (Initial post AND peer responses due Wed, June 7) 

 
Thursday, June 8 — Islam 

● DUE: Visits Project Paper 
● In Class: Presentation of Islam 
● Reading: Living Religions, Chapter 10, “Islam” 

Suggested Reading: The Holy Qur’an, Surahs 2, 4, 18, 21, 22, 75 
● Assignment: Online Discussion/Journal (Initial post due Fri, June 9. Peer responses due 

Monday, June 12) 
 
Tuesday, June 13 — Sikhism, New Religious Movements & Religion in the 21st Century 
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● DUE: Term Paper 
● DUE: Extra credit papers 
● In Class: Presentation of “Sikhism,” “New Religious Movements,” “Religion in the 21st 

Century.” 
● Reading: Living Religions, Chapter 11, “Sikhism”; Chapter 12, “New Religious Movements,” 

Chapter 13, “Religion in the 21st Century” 
● Assignment: Online Discussion/Journal (Due Wed, June 14) 

 
Thursday, June 15 — Final Exam Review 

● In Class: Review for final exam 
● DUE: Creative Expression Project  

 
Tuesday, June 20 — Final Exam 

● In Class: Final Exam 
 
EXTRA CREDIT OPPORTUNITIES: 
There is extra credit available by submitting any of the following: 

1. A 3 page or longer paper that engages the Biblical and Ethical arguments both for and against 
Zionism and/or Christian Zionism. (50 points) Must cite external sources. 

2. Submit extra Visit Project papers for additional credit. (30 points each) (These must be from 
other traditions covered in class, NOT from something like multiple Christian denominations. 
For example, you will NOT get extra credit if you attend both a Catholic Mass and a Pentecostal 
worship service. Acceptable visits include a Buddhist temple, an Indigenous sacred ritual, a Sikh 
Gudwara, etc.) 

3. A 3 page or longer paper or a presentation on the history, roots and causes of ISIS and Islamic 
Extremism. (50 points) Must cite external sources. 

4. Topic of your choosing pre-approved by the instructor. (You may not turn in a paper of just a 
random topic without discussing it with the instructor first. Any papers turned in without 
pre-approval will not be considered for extra credit) 

 
ALL EXTRA CREDIT DUE JUNE 13 
 
NOTE: Please know that I care about any difficulties you might have in this course and want to resolve 
them together if we can. If we cannot resolve them, the college has put this procedure in place: If you 
are experiencing difficulty in your course, your first obligation is to work directly with your instructor to 
resolve the issue. If you are unable to settle your concerns with the assistance of your instructor, you 
may contact the Department Chair (Dr. Elliot Cohen, ecohen@irsc.edu), who will assist you or advise 
you about contacting the Academic Dean (Dr. Bruce Fraser, bfraser@irsc.edu) or Vice President (Dr. 
Anthony Iacono, 
aicono@irsc.edu). 
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